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7 January 2024

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau,
Prime Minister of Canada
Ottawa ON Canada
pm@pm.gc.ca

Dear Prime Minister,

Re: Help End the Genocide of Palestinians – Support the South Africa ICJ Application 

New Year’s Greetings to you and the Canadian government.

Thank you for your 2023 Christmas message. It referenced the birth of Christ and the values he 
embodied. Its final sentence urged Canadians to find new ways to make our world a brighter 
place for everyone in 2024. 

We thought we should share with you another Christmas message. The Christmas sermon 
delivered by Pastor Rev. Dr. Munther Isaac in Bethlehem movingly expresses the feelings this 
Christmas of Christians in the land of Jesus’ birth, many of whom are the direct descendants of 
the first Christians. Pastor Isaac names what is happening in Gaza as “an annihilation” and as “a 
genocide”.  And as to the actions of world leaders, he speaks of them lining up “to give the 
green light for this genocide against a captive population.” In our view, he correctly names Gaza 
as the moral compass of the world. 

Thank You for General Assembly Vote

We thank you for Canada’s December 12th UN General Assembly vote for an immediate 
humanitarian ceasefire in Gaza. That General Assembly action – with 153 countries voting in 
support and only 10 countries against – reflects mounting world anger in response to Israel’s 
actions. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l75yhhAAPt0
mailto:pm@pm.gc.ca
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Unfortunately, the subsequent watered-down Security Council resolution did not support a 
ceasefire and the firing of Gazan rockets into Israel and Israel’s killing of innocent Gazans - 
mostly women and children - continues. So, in line with your Christmas message, we urge your 
government to maximize your efforts to find new ways to make the world a brighter place.

If not already happening privately, one new way is for your government to urge Israel, Hamas 
and Gazan militias, and the United States to support a desperately needed ceasefire. 

Stop All Arms Sales and Shipments to Israel and the oPt

Another new way to make the world a brighter place is to stop all arms sales or shipments from 
Canada to Israel and the oPt until there is a comprehensive ceasefire in Gaza. Even if the parties 
to the on-going killing and destruction do not stop their horrendous actions, Canada must not 
contribute to the killing and destruction.

There is precedent for such Canada action, as noted on p. 7 of the Canadians for Justice and 
Peace in the Middle East (CJPME) 2022 report entitled Arming Apartheid – Canada’s Arms 
Exports to Israel . During the first Palestinian “Intifada”, a popular and mostly non-violent 
Palestinian uprising to which Israeli forces responded with disproportionate and lethal force, 
there was a steep drop in Canada arms transfers to Israel, including in the years 1992-1994 
when reported annual exports were $0. Canadian officials strongly criticized Israel’s response to 
the “Intifada”. This likely explains the drop in arms exports to Israel at that time.

Support South African ICJ Application

Another new way, made possible by the recent Republic of South Africa Application in the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ), is for Canada to intervene in support of that Application. 

More than once recently, including during your year-end interview with the CBC’s Rosemary 
Barton, you stated that while Israel has the right to defend itself, in doing so it must comply 
with international law. The ICJ is the court the international community has created to 
determine whether a country has violated international law, so Canada should have no 
objection to the ICJ taking up this matter.

We do note that on 14 July 2023, Canada intervened and urged the ICJ not to exercise its 
authority. That was in relation to an advisory opinion requested by the UN General Assembly on 
“The legal consequences arising from the policies and practices of Israel in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem.” That Canadian government action disappointed 
us, but we note that the reasons given then do not apply the present ICJ application. 

With the South Africa Application being in relation to the Genocide Convention, to which 
Canada is a Contracting Party and has an obligation to see enforced, and with strong evidence 

https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-related/192/192-20231228-app-01-00-en.pdf
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/cjpme/pages/6073/attachments/original/1649696945/Final_-_Arming_Apartheid_-_CJPME_-_2022-04-13.pdf?1649696945
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/cjpme/pages/6073/attachments/original/1649696945/Final_-_Arming_Apartheid_-_CJPME_-_2022-04-13.pdf?1649696945
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included in the Application, we urge Canada to intervene in support of the ICJ acting 
expeditiously to consider the Application. 

The Application seeks a declaration that the State of Israel has breached its obligations under 
the Genocide Convention and an order that it cease any acts and measures in breach of those 
obligations. The Application also seeks provisional measures necessary “to protect against 
further, severe and irreparable harm to the rights of the Palestinian people under the Genocide 
Convention, which continue to be violated with impunity.”

Like most crimes, the Genocide Convention defines genocide as including both an action 
component and a mental component. The action component is any of the following: 

a. Killing members of the group;
b. Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;
c. Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its 

physical destruction in whole or in part; 
d. Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;
e. Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

The mental component is the intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or 
religious group, as such. 

The genocidal acts on which the South Africa Application relies described in extensive detail on 
pages 30 to 59, organized under the following headings:

1. Killing Palestinians in Gaza
2. Causing Serious Bodily and Mental Harm to Palestinians in Gaza
3. Mass Expulsions from homes and displacement of Palestinians in Gaza
4. Deprivation of access to adequate food and water to Palestinians in Gaza
5. Deprivation of access to adequate shelter, clothes, hygiene and sanitation to 

Palestinians in Gaza
6. Deprivation of adequate medical assistance to Palestinians in Gaza
7. Destruction of Palestinian life in Gaza
8. Imposing measures intended to prevent Palestinian births

Facts addressing the mental element or genocidal intent are set out on pages 59 to 67 of the 
Application. They comprise statements of Israel government ministers and office holders - 
including the Prime Minister, President, Minister of Defence, Minister of National Security - and 
senior military officers. The facts point to the existence of a genocidal intent on the part of the 
Israeli government and its senior military officers. 

There is no better accountability system for determining a state’s compliance with international 
law than the ICJ. And with South Africa having submitted such a detailed and thoroughly 
documented Application, surely this is the time for the ICJ to adjudicate on the important issues 
raised in the Application.
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Canada and Canadians support an end to the death, maiming and destruction in Gaza. UN 
action has failed to achieve a ceasefire and failed to end the horrendous conditions in Gaza. We 
urge Canada to support the ICJ putting an end to the siege of Gaza as is quickly as is reasonably 
possible. 

Yours respectfully,

George Bartlett
UNJPPI Co-Chair

c.c.

The Hon. Mélanie Joly, P.C., M.P., Minister of Foreign Affairs
 Melanie.Joly@international.gc.ca

The Hon. Pierre Poilievre, Leader of Her Majesty’s Opposition 
Pierre.Poilievre@parl.gc.ca 

Jagmeet Singh, New Democratic Party of Canada Leader
Jagmeet.Singh@parl.gc.ca

Yves-François Blanchet, Bloc Québécois Leader
Yves-Francois.Blanchet@parl.gc.ca

Elizabeth May, Green Party of Canada Leader
elizabeth.may@parl.gc.ca

The Hon. Michael Chong, Conservative Shadow Foreign Affairs Minister
Michael.Chong@parl.gc.ca

Heather McPherson, NDP Foreign Affairs Critic
Heather.McPherson@parl.gc.ca

Don Davies, NDP Deputy Foreign Affairs Critic
Don.Davies@parl.gc.ca

Stéphane Bergeron, Bloc Québécois Foreign Affairs Critic
Stephane.Bergeron@parl.gc.ca

Jonathan Pedneault, 
jonathan.pedneault@greenparty.ca
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Rob Oliphant, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs
Rob.Oliphant@parl.gc.ca

Her Excellency Lisa Stadelbauer, Ambassador of Canada to Israel, 
Lisa.Stadelbauer@international.gc.ca

David Da Silva, Representative of Canada to the Palestinian Authority, 
David.DaSilva@international.gc.ca

Global Affairs Canada, Director for Israel, West Bank, Gaza
karim.morcos@international.gc.ca 

The Right Rev. Dr. Carmen Lansdowne, Moderator, The United Church of Canada
moderator@united-church.ca

Rev. Dr. Michael Blair, General Secretary, The United Church of Canada
mblair@united-church.ca
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