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9 July 2024

The Hon. Mary Ng, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Export Promotion, International 
Trade and Economic Development
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2
Mary.Ng@international.gc.ca
Mary.Ng@parl.gc.ca   

Dear Minister Ng,

Re: It is Time to Terminate Canada’s Free Trade Agreement with Israel

The United Network of Justice and Peace in Palestine and Israel (‘UNJPPI’) is a grassroots 
network of United Church of Canada members and friends working for a just peace in 
Palestine/Israel. 

We thank the Canadian government for Honourable Mélanie Joly’s June 27th announcement 
imposing new sanctions under the Special Economic Measures (Extremist Settler Violence) 
Regulations. As stated in the announcement, the new sanctions are against seven individuals 
and five entities for their role in facilitating, supporting or financially contributing to acts of 
violence by Israeli extremist settlers against Palestinian civilians and their property.

This is a step in the right direction. However, we respectfully suggest the new sanctions do not 
go far enough. Recent decisions by the Israeli government and individual ministers of the 
government suggest that the actions of the sanctioned individuals and entities are condoned or 
even supported by the Israeli government. 

mailto:Mary.Ng@parl.gc.ca
mailto:Mary.Ng@international.gc.ca


George Bartlett 
UNJPPI Chair 

web: www.unjppi.org email: george@unjppi.org 

The acts of violence by Israeli extremist settlers are often intended to force Palestinians off their 
lands. What then follows – often quickly and sometimes more slowly – is the creation of an 
illegal outpost. If the conduct were not condoned by the Israeli government, it would either act 
to prevent such outposts being established or take prompt action to remove them. Instead, the 
earliest responses of the Israeli authorities are to provide electricity and military protection to 
the outposts. Occasionally, the Israeli government goes even further by legalizing outposts.

The Times of Israel reported that on Thursday June 27th the Israeli security cabinet legalized five 
West Bank outposts. Like any other Israeli settlement in the occupied Palestinian territory, 
these outposts are a violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention and multiple Security Council 
resolutions. As stated by the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in its 2005 
comprehensive study on customary international law, the prohibition of such population 
transfers is part of customary international humanitarian law. It is therefore also part of 
Canadian law as stated by the Supreme Court of Canada in Nevsun Resources Ltd. v Araya.

By virtue of the 1998 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, Israel’s action in creating 
these civilian settlements in occupied territory is also a war crime. And with over 500,000 Israeli 
settlers living in such illegal settlements, it is long overdue for Canada to take strong action to 
censure Israel for its conduct. 

As a minimum response to Israel’s war crimes, Canada needs to take immediate action to 
terminate the Canada-Israel Free Trade Agreement. This is particularly important, given that 
CIFTA makes no distinction between products produced in Israel proper and those produced in 
the illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Golan Heights. 

Respectfully,

George Bartlett
Co-Chair, UNJPPI

c.c.

The Rt. Hon. Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister, P.C., M.P. 
Justin.Trudeau@parl.gc.ca

The Hon. Pierre Poilievre, Leader of His Majesty’s Opposition 
Pierre.Poilievre@parl.gc.ca 

Jagmeet Singh, New Democratic Party of Canada Leader
Jagmeet.Singh@parl.gc.ca

Yves-François Blanchet, Bloc Québécois Leader
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Yves-Francois.Blanchet@parl.gc.ca

Elizabeth May, Green Party of Canada Leader
elizabeth.may@parl.gc.ca

Kyle Seeback, CPC Shadow Minister of International Trade
Kyle.Seeback@parl.gc.ca 

Randy Hoback, CPC Associate Shadow Minister for International Trade 
randy.hoback@parl.gc.ca
 
Richard Cannings, NDP International Trade Critic
richard.cannings@parl.gc.ca

Daniel Blaikie, NDP Deputy Critic for International Trade
daniel.blaikie@parl.gc.ca 

Simon-Pierre Savard-Tremblay, Bloc Québécois International Trade Critic
Simon-Pierre.Savard-Tremblay@parl.gc.ca

Her Excellency Lisa Stadelbauer, Ambassador of Canada to Israel 
Lisa.Stadelbauer@international.gc.ca

David Da Silva, Representative of Canada to the Palestinian Authority 
David.DaSilva@international.gc.ca

Global Affairs Canada, Director for Israel, West Bank, Gaza
karim.morcos@international.gc.ca 

The Right Rev. Dr. Carmen Lansdowne, Moderator, The United Church of Canada
CLansdowne@united-church.ca

Rev. Dr. Michael Blair, General Secretary, The United Church of Canada
mblair@united-church.ca
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