UNJPPI

United Network for Justice and Peace
in Palestine and Israel

26 November 2024

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau,
Prime Minister of Canada
Ottawa ON Canada

m@pm.gc.ca

Dear Prime Minister,
Re:  Thank You for Canada’s Principled Response to ICC Arrest Warrants

The United Network of Justice and Peace in Palestine and Israel (‘UNJPPI’) is a grassroots
network of United Church of Canada members and friends working for a just peace in
Palestine/Israel through education and advocacy.

Today we write to thank you for your government’s strong statements in response to the
International Criminal Court (‘ICC’) issuing warrants for the arrest of Israel Prime Minister
Netanyahu and former Israel Defence Minister Gallant. At the same time, it issued a warrant for
Hamas leader Deif.

Media report that on November 21%, when you were questioned in relation to the warrants,
you stated that Canada will abide by international court rulings. You stressed the importance of
everyone abiding by international law. You noted that Canada is one of the founding members
of the ICC and the International Court of Justice (‘IC)’) and you clearly stated that Canada will
abide by all the rulings of the international courts.

Also reported in the media, were statements made by Foreign Affairs Minister Mélanie Joly
after U.S. president-elect Trump issued a statement threatening consequences on countries
that “aid and abet” the ICC, after it issued the noted arrest warrants. Foreign Affairs Minister
Mélanie Joly brushed aside U.S. concerns stating: “international law needs to be applied to all
parties at all times.”
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We appreciate the principled stance Canada is taking in response to the ICC arrest warrants. It
is in line with the joint statement Canada signed in June with 92 other State Parties expressing
their support for the ICC, its officials and staff carrying out their duties without intimidation.

As was reflected in the overwhelming September 18" vote of the UN General Assembly in
response to the July 19" ICJ decision, a very large majority of countries recognize the world’s
desperate need for compliance with international law. We do hope that Canada will help the
world achieve that compliance.

Yours respectfully,

George Bartlett
UNJPPI Co-Chair

C.C.

The Hon. Mélanie Joly, P.C., M.P., Minister of Foreign Affairs
Melanie.Joly@international.gc.ca

The Hon. Ahmed Hussen, P.C., M.P., Minister of International Development
Ahmed.Hussen@international.gc.ca

The Rt. Hon. Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister, P.C., M.P.
Justin.Trudeau@parl.gc.ca

The Hon. Pierre Poilievre, Leader of Her Majesty’s Opposition
Pierre.Poilievre@parl.gc.ca

Jagmeet Singh, New Democratic Party of Canada Leader
Jagmeet.Singh@parl.gc.ca

Yves-Francois Blanchet, Bloc Québécois Leader
Yves-Francois.Blanchet@parl.gc.ca

Elizabeth May, Green Party of Canada Leader
elizabeth.may@parl.gc.ca

The Hon. Michael Chong, Conservative Shadow Foreign Affairs Minister
Michael.Chong@parl.gc.ca
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Heather McPherson, NDP Foreign Affairs Critic
Heather.McPherson@parl.gc.ca

Don Davies, NDP Deputy Foreign Affairs Critic
Don.Davies@parl.gc.ca

Stéphane Bergeron, Bloc Québécois Foreign Affairs Critic
Stephane.Bergeron@parl.gc.ca

Rob Oliphant, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs
Rob.Oliphant@parl.gc.ca

Her Excellency Lisa Stadelbauer, Ambassador of Canada to Israel,
Lisa.Stadelbauer@international.gc.ca

Graham Dattels, Representative of Canada to the Palestinian Authority,
Graham.Dattels@international.gc.ca

The Right Rev. Dr. Carmen Lansdowne, Moderator, The United Church of Canada
CLansdowne@united-church.ca

Rev. Dr. Michael Blair, General Secretary, The United Church of Canada
mblair@united-church.ca
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